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New Dean 
Health and 

D r. Shortie McKinney, dean of 
the College of Health 
Professions at Marshall 
University, has been named the new 
dean of the School of Health and 
Environment at UMass Lowell, effec¬ 
tive June 1. 

Prior to her post at Marshall, 
McKinney, who succeeds Dean 
David Wegman, was associate dean 
for Research and Graduate Studies in 
the College of Arts and Sciences at 
Drexel University, where she also 
chaired the Department of Bioscience 
and Biotechnology. She is a professor 
of nutrition. 

Prof. Kathleen Doyle has been 
interim dean since Wegman stepped 
down last summer. 

In making the announcement. 
Chancellor Marty Meehan said, "I am 
delighted that we were successful in 
recruiting such an accomplished and 
collaborative academic leader, and 
from such a highly qualified group of 
applicants. I am impressed with her 
record in developing entrepreneurial 


Chosen for School of 
Environment 


and innovative academic programs 
and am confident that she will be a 
major asset to our efforts in further 
development of the School of Health 
and Environment." 

Provost Ahmed Abdelal said, 

"Dr. McKinney has an outstanding 
record in scholarship in nutrition and 
in academic leadership in nutrition 
and in biotechnology at Drexel 
University and in the Health 
Professions at Marshall University. 
These experiences position her well 
to contribute to further strengthening 
of collaborative and interdisciplinary 
efforts at UMass Lowell. I believe 
that, as dean, she will build on and 
expand the unique mission of our 
School of Health and Environment. 

"On behalf of the University 
administration, I wish to thank mem¬ 
bers of the Search Committee who 
worked diligently throughout the 
past year and recommended four 
strong dean candidates to me and 
Chancellor Meehan. Similarly, we are 
grateful to Dr. Kathleen Doyle for her 



▲ Shortie McKinney 


admirable service as acting dean. Kay 
has a long, outstanding record of 
service and I am confident that she 
will continue to play an important 
leadership role in the School of 
Health and Environment and in the 
University." 

Continued on Page 2 


Huber Honored with Zuckerberg Leadership Prize 


D ebra-Nicole Huber, director of 
instrumental music outreach 
and associate director of uni¬ 
versity bands, has received the 
Zuckerberg Leadership Prize, a sys¬ 
tem-wide honor bestowed on leaders 
of "courage, conviction and selfless¬ 
ness who have devoted their talents 
to helping the University of 
Massachusetts accomplish its goals." 

Established in 2005 by Lowell 
Tech alumnus and former senior 
director of Goldman Sachs Roy J. 
Zuckerberg, the $60,000 award is 
funded through the Roy J. Zuckerberg 
Endowed Leadership Chair—the first 
UMass chair to be endowed at the 
Lowell campus. Each year, the award 
is presented to faculty or staff of 
exemplary character with the proven 
ability to lead others at the University 
in their field of research, in teaching, 
or in service to the Commonwealth 
of Massachusetts. 

Huber, an alumna of UMass 
Lowell ('89) and member of the music 
performance area since 1990, respond¬ 
ed to a need to expose public school 


students to the 
professional 
possibilities and 
broad perform¬ 
ance opportuni¬ 
ties that exist in 
music in the wake 
of drastic music 
education budget 
cuts. She is the 
executive director 
and creative force 
behind the UMass Lowell Symphonic 
Band Camp, which was subsequently 
endowed by benefactor Mary Jo 
Leahey '37 and boasts national and 
international enrollment. She is also 
the creator, artistic director and con¬ 
ductor of the Junior and Senior New 
England Youth Wind Ensembles and 
is the associate director of the Jazz 
Rock Big Band, Marching Band and 
Hockey Pep Bands. 

All of these efforts have resulted 
in a sustainable, direct and significant 
effect on students and on the 
University: in 2008,15 percent of 
students taking part in these 


programs enrolled and attended 
UMass Lowell. 

"When Chancellor Meehan called 
and told me that I had won the 
award, I was thrilled and stunned," 
says Huber. "It was an amazing 
moment. I was and still am humbled 
by the nomination and the award." 

Huber—the first UMass Lowell 
representative to receive the award— 
has already identified uses for the 
award money: she plans to commis¬ 
sion several musical works by con¬ 
temporary composers for each of the 
ensembles. The world premiere of 
each selection will be performed in 
Durgin Hall. 

"This is a rare opportunity and 
a great gift not only for ensemble 
participants but for music students 
seeking practical 'real world' experi¬ 
ence who volunteer by participating 
in the ensemble," she says. 

Huber also intends to bring several 
composers to campus and to purchase 
instruments and music. She also has 
set aside money for scholarships. 

—SE 



UMass Lowell 
2020 Launched 

N early 200 faculty, staff and 
students recently gathered 
in Cumnock Auditorium 
to launch "UMass Lowell 2020: 

A Strategic Plan for the Next 
Decade." Under the direction of 
co-chairs Provost Ahmed Abdelal 
and Executive Vice Chancellor 
Jacqueline Moloney, the members 
of the 10 committees that comprise 
UMass Lowell 2020 will work this 
year to develop the campus's next 
generation strategic plan. 

It is an ambitious project that 
asks the membership to come up 
with a blueprint to bring UMass 
Lowell to world-class status. 

"Some would say we should 
stand still or scale back in these 
tough times," Chancellor Marty 
Meehan said. "But now is not the 
time to stand still. More than ever, 
it is important for us to continue 
our momentum toward becoming 
a nationally and internationally 
acclaimed institution." 

While it is critical to be mind¬ 
ful of spending in the wake of 
the economic challenges the state 
faces, it is still possible to harness 
the talent, energy and creativity of 
the UMass Lowell community to 
continue to move the campus 
toward ever higher excellence, 
he said. 

The committees will assess the 
University's current academic, 
research, partnership, fiscal and 
physical plant status and recom¬ 
mend strategies to improve the 
campus's achievement, reputation 
and rankings across these areas. 
They will meet during the spring 
and fall semesters, with drafts of 
their recommendations made 
available for comment by the 
entire campus via an intranet 
Web site and at an open meeting 
in the fall. 

Abdelal and Moloney praised 
those assembled at the kickoff 
event, during which the member¬ 
ship received official charges for 
work on the strategic plan. 

"This is a talented, hard¬ 
working, dedicated community," 
said Moloney, noting that while 
everyone is busy wearing many 

Continued on Page 2 
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New Dean Chosen for School of 
Health and Environment 


McKinney holds a Ph.D. and 
M.S. from The Ohio State University 
and a B.S. from Marshall University. 
She interned at the Indiana 
University Medical Center. Among 
honors and awards, she was named a 
Fellow of the American Dietetic 
Association in 1995, received the 
Lindback Foundation Award for 
Excellence in Teaching at Drexel in 
1994, and the Pennsylvania Dietetic 
Association Outstanding Dietetics 
Educator Award in 1999. 

At Marshall, the College of 
Health Professions has departments 
of Nursing, Clinical Lab Science, 
Communication Disorders, Dietetics, 
Respiratory Therapy and Social 


Work. Under McKinney's leadership, 
new programs have been developed 
in medical imaging and physical 
therapy; under development are pro¬ 
grams in public health and health 
informatics. The nursing bachelor's 
degree program has expanded, 
adding seven faculty and two staff. 

Through her research interests in 
health disparities and health behav¬ 
iors, McKinney led a team at Drexel 
that obtained more than $4.5 million 
in federal funding for nutrition edu¬ 
cation. The program has continued, 
currently employing 13 staff. At 
Marshall, she initiated a similar pro¬ 
gram, bringing $500,000 into the uni¬ 
versity. 


Milton Says Flu Bugs 
Are in the Air 


F lu and cold season arrives. The 
airwaves are full of advice about 
prevention. And most of it likely 
is inadequate or misguided, accord¬ 
ing to Don Milton, M.D., professor in 
the Work Environment Department, 
and his research team. 

If the flu virus is transmitted 
mostly by touch, by "picking it up" 
off doorknobs and other surfaces, 
then frequent handwashing is best. 
But if, as Milton asserts, the airborne 
virus is both contagious and more 
seriously virulent, we should consider 
other measures. 

The controversy may be heated 
between academic research groups, 
but it is hardly academic. As seen in 
the cases of SARS and avian flu, the 



A The influenza virus has a lipid envelope 
with spikes on the surface that uses to attach 
to and infect cells. 


threat of worldwide pandemic is 
very real and very disruptive. 


Milton wants to think about 
transmission in a new way. Airborne 
transmission is all about fine particle 
aerosols: what is hanging in the air. 
Some diseases, such as tuberculosis, 
are transmitted only by airborne 
particles; others, mostly by touch. 
Milton places influenza in the middle 
and argues that the airborne fine par¬ 
ticles of the virus are more infectious 
and cause more severe illness. 

This winter, Milton's team is 
starting a study in the Alzheimer's 
unit of the Bedford Veterans 
Administration hospital to see 
whether air sterilization with ultravi¬ 
olet (UV) lights can prevent flu 
transmission among the patients. 

"This replicates Veterans 
Administration studies done decades 
ago and since ignored," says Milton. 
"By creating a band of UV light near 
the ceiling and circulating the room's 
air into the UV with slow-speed fans, 
we expect to demonstrate sharply 
reduced transmission of flu." 

The Milton team already knows a 
lot about the airborne dispersal of flu 
virus particles, having shown that 
up to one third of people with flu 
exhaled virus particles even without 
coughing and more than 60 percent 
had virus particles in cough aerosols. 
UMass Lowell, in partnership with 
the Harvard School of Public Health, 
is one of just eight research centers 
worldwide that the Centers for 
Disease Control funds in a $5.2 million 
effort to find non-pharmaceutical 
ways to slow down a pandemic. 
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UMass Lowell 2020 Launched 


hats, she was impressed by how 
readily the members agreed to 
participate. 

Abdelal said he and Moloney 
have met with the co-chairs to talk 
through the process and have been 
impressed with the level of enthusi¬ 
asm and ideas already evident. 

A final draft of the 10-year 
strategic plan is expected to be 
completed in January 2010. 

The 10 committees are: 
Undergraduate Education and 
Academic Programs, co-chaired by 
Vice Provost Charlotte Mandell and 
Prof. Fred Martin; Graduate 
Education and Academic Programs, 
co-chaired by Vice Provost Don 
Pierson and Prof. Robert Giles; 
Financial Planning and Budget 
Review, co-chaired by Dean 
Kathryn Carter and Associate Vice 
Chancellor Steven O'Riordan; 
Corporate Partnerships and Urban 
Engagement, co-chaired by EOO 
Director Oneida Blagg and Prof. 
Steven Tello, with subcommittee 
chairmanship by Community 
Relations Executive Director Paul 
Marion; University Advancement, 
co-chaired by Dean Robert Tamarin 
and Vice Chancellor Elizabeth 


Shorr; Research and Scholarship, 
co-chaired by Prof. Julie Chen and 
Vice Provost Partha Chowdhury; 
International Partnerships, co- 
chaired by Profs. Jie Wang and 
Krishna Vedula; Facilities Renewal 
and Campus Master Plan, co- 
chaired by Vice Chancellor Joanne 
Yestramski and Dean John Ting, 
and Branding and Marketing, 
co-chaired by Chief Public Affairs 
Officer Patricia McCafferty and 
Prof. Gary Mucica. The Committee 
on Information Technology will 
have a delayed start pending the 
hiring of the executive director of 
information technology. 

Guiding the process is a work 
group comprised of Provost 
Abdelal, Executive Vice Chancellor 
Moloney, Vice Chancellor 
Yestramski, Chief Public Affairs 
Officer McCafferty, Pauline Carroll 
of CSCDE, Christine Dunlap of 
Public Affairs, Rich Conley of 
Applications Systems Integration, 
and Margaret L'Heureux of the 
Executive Vice Chancellor's Office. 

—CD 



A Members of the UMass Lowell 2020 Work Group gather with Chancellor Marty Meehan, left, 
at the launch event. With Meehan are, from left, Provost Ahmed Abdelal, Executive Vice 
Chancellor Jacqueline Moloney, Rich Conley of Applications Systems Integration, Margaret 
L'Heureux of the Executive Vice Chancellor's Office, Christine Dunlap of Public Affairs, and 
Pauline Carroll of CSCDE. 


Gotta Be Here! Campaign Launched 

H ave you seen those little "Gotta Be 
Here" signs popping up all over 
campus? They are the first phase of 
a campaign intended to increase student 
enthusiasm for living in University 
housing. 

Chancellor Marty Meehan has commit¬ 
ted to moving the campus toward a 50/50 
split in commuter and residential students. 

To that end, there will be an increase in the 
number of rooms available this fall, with 
newly renovated spaces being created in 
Fox Hall. 

In an effort to increase the number of students interested in University 
housing, the Office of Residence Life has revamped the housing selection 
process and instituted a Beat the System raffle that could propel 10 stu¬ 
dents to the front of the housing selection line. They have also developed 
living-learning communities (clustered housing for 20 students with shared 
interests) available for freshmen and upper class students in September. 
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Lowell Film Festival Presents 
Free Entertainment 

Theme is Food , Fair Trade and the Global Economy 


L ast year, with the help of 
funds from the President's 
Creative Economy Grant, 

Prof. Bob Forrant of the Regional, 
Economic and Social Development 
Department 
(RESD) joined 
with commu¬ 
nity partners 
to present the 
first Lowell 
Film Festival. 

The event was 
a resounding 
success, 
resulting in 
expanded 
plans for 
this year's 
celebration. 

"This year, with the help of a 
$5,000 grant from Massachusetts 
Humanities Organization, we are 
pleased to build on the success of 
our first year—we're presenting 
nine films, all free and open to the 
public," says Forrant. "It's exciting 
to have institutionalized a down¬ 
town cultural activity which we 
intend to hold the first weekend 
of April forever." 


The Festival runs April 3-5, and 
features an opening reception, an 
opening night after party, guest 
speakers and panel discussions 
and a fair trade market featuring 
businesses, organizations and 
retailers who embrace fair 
trade practices. 

The Second Annual Lowell 
Film Festival's schedule includes: 

• "Battle in Seattle," a story of the 
crossfire of civil liberties and 
keeping the peace in Seattle 
during the protests of the World 
Trade Organization in 1999; 

• "The Garden," Academy Award 
Nominated Best Documentary 
Feature about farmers and 
citizens who transformed a 
desolate urban L.A. 

In addition to Forrant, key 
festival partners and supporters 
include Prof. John Wooding, the 
Cultural Organization of Lowell 
(COOL) and the Revolving 
Museum. Volunteers are welcome. 
For complete information about 
the festival, including film loca¬ 
tions, go to http://lowellfilms.org/ 



A Bob Forrant 


Nursing Students 
Complete Life-Changing 
Mission in Africa 


Student Research Symposium 
Held in Wannalancit 


Meeting Highlights 
Research in Transportation 
and Traffic Engineering 

A one-day meeting showcasing 
engineering graduate student 
research on transportation- 
related issues was hosted by the 
Massachusetts Chapter of the Institute 
of Transportation Engineers (MAITE) 
and UMass Lowell on February 20 at 
Wannalancit Mills. 

About 80 students and faculty 
from UMass Lowell, UMass Amherst, 
Northeastern University, MIT, 
Worcester Polytechnic Institute and 
the University of Connecticut, along 
with more than a dozen state and 
industry sponsors and representa¬ 
tives, were on hand at the fifth annual 
Student Research Symposium. 

"MAITE's goal has been bringing 
and encouraging both the transporta¬ 
tion students, faculty and industry 
professionals to have a forum to get to 
know one another and work together 
to solve transportation issues," says 
Steven Findlen '94, the organization's 
treasurer. 

The symposium featured more 
than 30 oral and poster presentations, 
as well as vendor displays and career 
fairs by company sponsors. The 


research topics ranged from compara¬ 
tive analysis of crash profiles of four- 
wheel-drive and two-wheel-drive 
vehicles to asphalt mixing technology 
in recycling pavement. 

Delivering the keynote address 
was Sen. Steven A. Baddour, chair¬ 
man of the state's Transportation 
Committee. Baddour talked about 
Gov. Deval Patrick's plans to reform 
the Commonwealth's transportation 
system and raise revenues to pay for 
it. He also discussed efforts to consoli¬ 
date the various state transportation 
agencies into a single unit to stream¬ 
line operations and make it more effi¬ 
cient. 

"The symposium was a great suc¬ 
cess," says Engineering Dean John 
Ting. "We're very pleased to host this 
important and timely event. It's the 
first time the symposium was held on 
our campus and outside the 1-495 cor¬ 
ridor. It's usually held in the Boston 
area. But some key people in 
MAITE—Steven Findlen, Daniel 
Nelson and Neil Boudreau, who are 
all UMass Lowell alumni in Civil 
Engineering—thought that this would 
be a good opportunity to highlight the 
University and broaden the reach of 
the symposium to all of New 
England." 



MAITE symposium participants included, from left, Provost Ahmed Abdelal; Michelle Langone of 
Howard/Stein-Hudson Associates; Braintree Town Engineer Robert Campbell; Neil Boudreau '92, '95 of 
the Massachusetts Highway Department; Sen. Stephen A. Baddour; Steven Findlen '94 of McMahon 
Associates; Daniel Nelson '02 of Howard/Stein-Hudson Associates; and Engineering Dean John Ting. 


Basic Teachings Prove to 
Be Best Weapon of Defense 

E leven nursing students traveled 
to West Africa in January to pro¬ 
vide healthcare to the impover¬ 
ished residents of Kpando, Ghana. 
They have returned with a new appre¬ 
ciation for the power of teaching and 
life here in the United States. 

"Seeing people live in poverty and 
make decisions about whether to use 
what little money they have to eat or 
go to the doctor really changed how 
I see things here," says Maggie 
Murphy. "Since I've been back, I try 
not to take things for granted and 
I tend to focus only on really 
important issues." 

Brianna Norton established 
Nursing Students Without Borders 
less than a year ago. With the help 
of Visiting Asst. Prof. Valerie King, 
who traveled with the students, and 
Visiting Asst. Prof. Miki Patterson, 
who stayed behind but was instru¬ 
mental in planning and fundraising, 
the students raised more than $10,000 


for medical supplies and travel 
expenses. 

Once the group arrived in the 
country located just a few degrees 
north of the Equator, it was apparent 
to King that they could make a long- 
lasting difference in peoples lives if 
they taught the importance of good 
hygiene, clean water and healthy 
lifestyles. 

"It was clearly a case of back to 
basics. For us to really help these 
people in just three weeks, we needed 
to teach them how to prevent health 
problems in the first place," says 
King. "We brought hundreds of rub¬ 
ber gloves but I wish we had brought 
thousands of bars of soap." 

One day a small group of students 
visited a fishing village where they 
showed the Ghanaian people how to 
boil water, use a basin and, through 
proper hygiene, prevent the spread 
of infectious diseases. 

In a home for children, the stu¬ 
dents presented a care plan for those 
with HIV. "Once we arrived, their 
smiles widened and they just kept 


thanking us over and over for just 
being there," says Erin Kane. "We'd 
also hang around, kick a ball around, 
and just laugh and play with them." 

Another student team educated 
an organization of 14- to 30-year-old 
women about how to protect them¬ 
selves from HIV and AIDS. "They 
were so thirsty for knowledge and 
very open with their questions about 
sex and diseases," says Heather Dwan. 

For Katie Hutton, bringing a 
Ghanaian woman to the hospital for 
ulcer pain, staying with her for more 
than six hours, and paying for her 
care, gave her more satisfaction than 
she's every felt in her life. "After we 
left the hospital, I thought that I may 
have just saved a person's life." 

This transformed group of stu¬ 
dents will graduate in May but vow 
to take with them the importance of 
prevention in their roles as nurses in 
the United States, as well as on other 
mission trips. 

"Teaching is a major part of what a 
nurse does," says Katie. "Because we 
had to find the most basic ways of 



Brianna Norton, one of the nursing students 
who traveled to Africa to provide healthcare to 
residents of Ghana, explains medication 
directions to one village resident. 


explaining how to live a healthy 
life, I now have the skills to teach 
anyone about health prevention 
and promotion." 
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Concert Highlights American Composers 


Chancellor Meehan to 
Narrate Copland's 
'Lincoln Portrait' 

B arack Obama narrated it with 
the Chicago Symphony 
Orchestra. Coretta Scott King 
performed it in 1968 during a memo¬ 
rial concert for her husband. Margaret 
Thatcher, James Earl Jones, Walter 
Cronkite—all have brought the pow¬ 
erful words of Abraham Lincoln to 
life during performances of Aaron 
Copland's "Lincoln Portrait." 

Now Chancellor Marty Meehan 
will offer his version, accompanying 
the University Orchestra as the center- 
piece of the "Sounds of Spring" bene¬ 
fit concert to be held on Wednesday, 
April 1, in Durgin Hall. The concert 
will showcase the musical talent on 
campus, while also raising money for 
music scholarships. Tickets are $100, 
which includes a pre-concert wine 
and cheese reception in the O'Leary 
Library. The University Orchestra's 
performance, which will be enhanced 
with a visual presentation, corre¬ 
sponds with nationwide activities 
marking Lincoln's 200th birthday. 


The "Lincoln Portrait" was 
commissioned in 1941 by conductor 
Andre Kostelanetz, shortly after 
the bombing of Pearl Harbor. 
Kostelanetz asked Copland and 
two other composers to choose noted 
Americans to create "a musical por¬ 
trait gallery of great Americans" as a 
contribution to the patriotic efforts of 
the time. It was performed the first 
time in May 1942 by the Cincinnati 
Symphony Orchestra. 

Other groups will also highlight 
music by American composers. 

The Opera Workshop will tackle 
"You Could Drive a Person Crazy" 
from Stephen Sondheim's musical 
"Company." The Jazz Rock Big Band 
will be grooving to Duke Ellington's 
"Caravan." The Wind Ensemble will 
play "The Cowboys," from the motion 
picture "The Cowboy and the Girl," 
composed by John Williams, and the 
University Choir and Choral Union 
will sing "The Homecoming" by 
Joseph Martin, among other selections. 

For more information, or to pur¬ 
chase tickets by Monday, March 23, 
visit www.uml.edu/soundsofspring, 
or contact Elaine Dalton, 978-934-3236. 


National Women's History Month Marked 
by Variety of Events in Lowell 


I n 1987, Congress declared March 
as National Women's History 
Month. To mark this occasion, 
UMass Lowell has already present¬ 
ed a variety of events, and plans 
several additional upcoming 
lectures and receptions in and 
around campus. 

Upcoming events include 
Robert Kuttner, former Business 
Week columnist and noted econo¬ 
mist in a discussion about the cur¬ 
rent economic crisis called 
"Obama's Challenge: Getting the 
Economy Working for Working 
People" on March 10 at 6 p.m. in 
O'Leary 222. This event is organ¬ 
ized by the University's Labor 
Extension Program and co-spon¬ 
sored by several other campus 
groups, including the Center for 
Women & Work. Psychology Prof. 
Emeritus Anne Mulvey will present 
her lecture "Celebrating Ourselves 
As We Age" on March 8 from 3 to 5 
p.m. at the Western Avenue 
Studios, Room 513. 

Provost Ahmed Abdelal is host¬ 
ing a reception to celebrate, the 
new Center for Women & Work 
publication "Working WISE: 
Intergenerational Voices for 
Advancing Research and Policy 
for Women in Science, Technology, 
Engineering and Mathematics." 

The reception will be Thursday, 
March 5 at 4:30 p.m. in the Trustees 
Room in Cumnock Hall and is 
open to the public. 



▲ Rev. Imogene Stulken 


In addition, the Rev. Imogene 
Stulken of Protestant Campus 
Ministry presented a lecture titled 
"Braided Streams: Women of Faith 
Speak," and Randy Albeda of 
UMass Boston spoke about 
"Holding Up Half the Sky: Women, 
the Recession and the Economic 
Stimulus. 

For a complete listing of Lowell 
Women's Week Events and events 
happening throughout the month, 
go to www.lowellwomensweek.org. 


Shorr Calls Fundraising an Exciting 
Challenge in a Tough Economy 



A Beth Shorr 


T aking over the fundraising 

operation of a large institution 
during the worst economic cli¬ 
mate in decades could be considered 
a daunting task. But for Beth Shorr, 
the new vice chancellor for 
University Advancement, the task 
is more of an exciting challenge. 

"Yes, we have serious economic 
challenges to face. But I am confi¬ 
dent that our alumni and friends 
will recognize the importance of 
supporting UMass Lowell in these 
tough times," says Shorr. "We pro¬ 
vide a vital, accessible learning envi¬ 
ronment for future business owners, 
engineers, teachers, nurses, musi¬ 
cians—really, the area's educated 
workforce." 

Shorr comes from another public 
institution of higher education, the 
University of Southern Maine. She 
served as president of the University 
of Southern Maine Foundation and 
as vice president of University 
Advancement at USM, leading the 
largest capital campaign in the uni¬ 
versity's history. She was also 
responsible for USM's marketing 
and brand management, alumni 
and corporate relations, and public 
affairs efforts. 

Her interest in UMass Lowell 
was piqued after reading about 
Chancellor Marty Meehan's 
inauguration last April. 

"I was really impressed by the 
vision of the University's leadership 
and the way Chancellor Meehan 
used his inauguration as a way to 
showcase the University while rais¬ 
ing scholarship money," says Shorr. 
"That showed he really understands 
how important establishing the cul¬ 
ture of philanthropy is to sustaining 


a world-class institution." 

Shorr brings private-sector expe¬ 
rience to the job as well. She served 
as senior vice president of Corporate 
Affairs for Blue Cross and Blue 
Shield of Maine, where she was 
responsible for marketing and brand 
management, community relations, 
public affairs and human resources. 

As one of her first priorities, 
she is leading the University 
Advancement staff in a strategic 
planning exercise that will help sup¬ 
port the University's overall strate¬ 
gic goals. Some of the initiatives for 
the coming year include increasing 
the number of major gifts, enhancing 
the alumni relations program with a 
particular focus on new alumni, 
increasing overall alumni participa¬ 
tion in the Lowell Fund and devel¬ 
oping the department's infrastruc¬ 
ture to support these initiatives. 

"I am struck by the strong alum¬ 
ni support that already exists in cer¬ 
tain areas of the University—partic¬ 
ularly in the College of Engineering 
and the College of Management. 

I would love to see alumni from 
other areas of the University become 
as vested in the success of their 
particular college or department," 
says Shorr. 

The campus is just beginning a 
year-long planning process called 
UMass Lowell 2020, which will 
provide a blueprint for how the 
campus will achieve national and 
international recognition as a 
world-class institution over the next 
decade. Shorr said she fully expects 
this strategic plan to reveal the need 
for a capital campaign to support 
new initiatives. 

In the meantime, the department 
will concentrate on raising private 
funds to help students pay for their 
education, a struggle most can 
relate to. 

"Scholarship support takes on 
even greater importance in a tough 
economy," says Shorr. "More stu¬ 
dents are relying on public educa¬ 
tion as costs keep rising. We are 
hoping that as our donors assess 
their ability to give, they recognize 
the value of giving today's students 
a chance to shape their world." 


Boston-Based Insiders Tell Tales In School 

Panel Kicks Off State and Local Politics Series 


A Geoffrey Beckwith, 
left, executive director of 
the Massachusetts 
Municipal Association 
and former member of the 
Massachusetts House, and 
John Schneider, vice pres¬ 
ident of MassINC, a non¬ 
partisan think tank, helped 
Prof. Jeffrey Gerson, right, 
kick off a class speaker 
series that meets in O'Leary 222 every Tuesday and Thursday. Beckwith and Schneider joined 
veteran TV political reporter John Henning (not pictured) to give students an insider's view of 
the state's political leaders and processes and their differing perspectives on it. 

The speaker series will feature other notable state and local officials, including former 
Govs. Jane Swift and Paul Cellucci. All presentations are free and open to the public. 
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University Community Contributes 
to Master Plan Project 


Initiative Provides Long- 
Range Blueprint for Campus 

R epresentatives of all academic 
and major administrative 
departments and student groups 
have been meeting with architects and 
engineers in recent weeks to provide 
input to the University Master Plan 
development. 

The meetings are being conducted 
under the direction of Selena 
Goldberg, project manager in the state 
Division of Capital Asset Management 
(DCAM), the agency overseeing the 
Master Plan process. 

The Master Plan and the South 
Campus Master Plan are being imple¬ 
mented simultaneously as part of the 
University's Strategic Plan, a long- 
range initiative intended to provide a 
blueprint for how the campus will 
plan and develop its physical assets 
over the next 5,10 and 20 years.. 

The Boston firm of Perry Dean 
Rogers is the architect for the Master 
Plan while Cambridge Seven 
Associates, Inc. is responsible for the 
South Campus Master Plan. 

Referring to the information gath¬ 
ering portion of the planning, Tom 
Costello, interim Chief Information 
and Facilities Officer, says, "We want 
to listen to what people have to say 
and we want them to know that their 
input is important. Planning takes a 
while and requires the gathering of a 
substantial body of insights, perspec¬ 
tives and aspirations, as well as data. 

"But we also want the campus 
community to know that progress is 
being made and that, in the end, 
they'll see tangible action as well as 
long-range plans. 

"As to the Emerging Technologies 
and Innovation Center (ETIC)—the 
centerpiece of the University's multi¬ 
million dollar expansion program— 
the plan is to erect it on the North 
Campus site of Smith Hall. At the 
moment, we hope to demolish that 
residence hall in August and do site 
preparation. By fall we hope to pre¬ 
pare the foundation and to see steel 
being erected before the December 
frost." 


Meanwhile, planning continues 
for the new academic building to be 
erected on the South Campus. The 
information gathering process for this 
project began at the end of the last 
semester with many department inter¬ 
views, and culminated when dozens 
of faculty, staff members and students 
gathered in O'Leary 222 to express 
their thoughts about the new building 
and the needs of the University com¬ 
munity in general. 

The South Campus building is 
likely to open shortly after the ETIC, 
Costello says. 

For the South Campus project, 
Cambridge Seven Associates have 
been asked to look at a selection of 
existing departments, programs and 
space, and recommend which depart¬ 
ments should be housed in the new 
academic building. Their second task 
is to recommend siting for the 
new structure. 

The Perry Dean Rogers firm will 
be doing much the same thing for the 
overall Master Plan—looking at exist¬ 
ing conditions and projecting where 
the University should be in 5,10 or 20 
years. They will be considering a vari¬ 
ety of scenarios, including the acquisi¬ 
tion of space to expand the University 
boundaries, the closing of streets and 
the erection of residence halls or other 
structures. 

"The explicit requirement," 
Costello says, "is that whatever results 
from this study must contain some 
near-term achievable steps." 

The committee for the overall 
Master Plan—co-chaired by 
Engineering Dean John Ting and 
Joanne Yestramski, vice chancellor for 
Administration, Finance, Facilities and 
Technology—is one of a number of 
committees formed to carry out the 
Strategic Plan. Other committees are 
studying undergraduate and graduate 
academic programs, international 
partnerships, financial sustainability, 
information technology, research and 
scholarship, urban engagement and 
corporate partnerships. University 
advancement, and branding and 
marketing. 


Life Sciences Leaders Visit UMass Lowell 

Campus Research and Development Helping 
State's Life Sciences Economy 



Massachusetts Life Sciences Center 
officials and the Massachusetts 
Biotechnology Council recently sponsored 
a UMass Lowell "Take the Initiative" 
forum to help companies and higher 
education institutions access funds 
available under the state s $1 billion 
Massachusetts Life Sciences Initiative, 
signed into law last June. Dr. Susan 
Windham-Bannister, left, president and 
CEO of the Massachusetts Life Sciences 
Center, UMass Lowell Chancellor Marty 
Meehan, center, and Massachusetts 
Biotechnology Council Vice President 
John Heffernan were among the speakers. 


Lowell Campus and Queens University, 
Belfast Develop Partnerships 


Student Exchange and 
Faculty Collaborations 
Among Many Options 

F aculty and administrators at 
Queens University, Belfast, 
Northern Ireland and UMass 
Lowell are about to launch the first 
partnerships between the two 
institutions. Based on the many 
synergies between the two cam¬ 
puses, there will be more to come. 

"We've been exploring possible 
programmatic, scholarship and 
research collaboration between 
faculty and students," says Frank 
Talty, director of academic pro¬ 
grams for the Division of Fine 
Arts, Humanities and Social 
Sciences. "There are a number of 
academic programs and strategic 
priorities at Queens that appear 
to correspond and complement 
programs here." 

Outreach to Queens is part of 
the effort to internationalize the 
Lowell campus, a priority for 
Provost Ahmed Abdelal. 

"In the twenty-first century, all 
campuses need to be global in 
their thinking," says Talty. 

Last September, Chancellor 
Marty Meehan and Abdelal hosted 
Dr. Gerry MacCormac, pro vice 
chancellor of Queens. A group of 
Queens faculty in the polymer 
engineering cluster visited Lowell 
recently, where researchers from 
both institutions shared presenta¬ 
tions on current projects. 

Talty and Mathematics Prof. 
Anne Marie Hurley co-coordinated 
a Lowell delegation visit to Queens 
in November. Participating faculty 
included Prof. Susan Braunhut of 
biology. Asst. Prof. Bridgette 
Budhall of plastics engineering. 
Asst. Prof. Alex Case of sound 
recording technology and Prof. 
Stephen McCarthy, director of the 
Mass Medical Device 


Development Center (M2D2). 

The Lowell delegation also visited 
Trinity College Dublin and Dublin 
City University to initiate partner¬ 
ship conversations. 

Talty expects a group of five 
to 10 UMass Lowell students to 
spend the three-week summer 
semester in Belfast, studying Irish 
history, politics and literature. This 
would be the first of an on-going 
schedule of exchanges that would 
involve students crossing the 
Atlantic in both directions and par¬ 
ticipating in Irish studies in Belfast 
and American studies in Lowell. 

"Both institutions want to 
include a strong cultural compo¬ 
nent in any exchange program," 
Talty says. "This means we might 
have music or engineering stu¬ 
dents going over to take a set of 
courses in Belfast that complement 
what we offer in these majors. 

The students' curriculum would 
include Irish Studies." 

An exchange of researchers 
is also taking shape. 

"There are synergistic areas 
of research," says McCarthy. 
"Researchers at both institutions 
are working on biodegradable and 
biocompatible materials for med¬ 
ical devices and on nanomaterials 
and nanomanufacturing. There are 
enough similarities so we under¬ 
stand each other, and enough dif¬ 
ferences so we all have something 
to learn." 

Possibilities for research and 
academic collaborations include a 
series of industrial seminars taught 
in Belfast by UMass Lowell profes¬ 
sors, or here by Belfast faculty. 

The group is also discussing the 
possibilities for joint enrollment in 
online courses. Exchanges could 
start as early as this fall. 



▲ UMass Lowell's delegation to Queens University, Belfast, North Ireland, included, 
from left. Asst. Prof. Alex Case, Prof. Ann Marie Hurley, Frank Talty, Pro Vice Chancellor of 
Queens University Gerry MacCormac, Asst. Prof. Bridgette Budhall, Prof. Steve McCarthy 
and Prof. Susan Braunhut. 
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adraig OMalley Named Greeley 
Scholar for Peace Studies 


C hancellor Marty Meehan has 
appointed the noted interna¬ 
tional peace activist Padraig 
O'Malley as the 2009 Greeley 
Scholar for Peace Studies. 

O'Malley is the John Joseph 
Moakley Distinguished Professor 
for Peace and Reconciliation at the 
McCormack Graduate School of 
Public Policy at UMass Boston. 

As the Greeley Scholar, 
O'Malley will offer several talks 
and take part in various forums on 
campus and in the region during 
April and May. The Greeley 
Scholar is affiliated with the 
UMass Lowell Peace and Conflict 
Studies Institute (PACSI). 

"Prof. O'Malley is admired 
worldwide for his achievements 
in conflict resolution," says 
Chancellor Meehan. "As a teacher, 
writer, organizer, motivator and 
tireless peace-worker, he is an 
inspiration." O'Malley is the recip¬ 
ient of the Peace Award of the 
International Association of 
University Presidents, the Eire 
Society Gold Medal Award, and 
the Freedom International Award. 

On April 2, O'Malley will be 
the keynote presenter in PACSI's 
Days without Violence program. 
On April 22, he will be in Lowell 
to discuss his recent work in 
Lebanon in collaboration with the 
Helsinki Crisis Management 
Institute, and on May 6 he will be 
back on campus to take part in a 
forum with Chancellor Meehan 
about truth and reconciliation 
issues related to the Northern 
Ireland peace process. Details on 
all these events are forthcoming. 

Most recently, O'Malley has 
helped bring together leading 
figures in Iraq with leaders from 
Northern Ireland and South Africa 
who were architects of their 
respective peace processes. He is 
the author of several books, 
including the award-winning 



▲ Padraig O'Malley 


"Uncivil Wars: Ireland Today and 
Shades of Difference: Mac Maharaj 
and the Struggle for South Africa." 
In mid-April, he will host at 
UMass Boston a Forum for Cities 
in Transition, with representatives 
from Belfast, Beirut, Kirkuk, 
Nicosia, Mitrovica and Brussels. 
O'Malley believes "people from 
divided societies are in the best 
position to help people in other 
divided societies." 

The Greeley Scholar program 
is funded by the Dana McLean 
Greeley Endowment for Peace 
Studies, which was established in 
2007 through a major gift from the 
former Greeley Foundation for 
Peace and Justice. Peace activist 
Linda Biehl of California and 
South Africa was the first Scholar. 
For more information about the 
Greeley Scholar's activities or the 
program, contact Paul Marion, 
executive director of Community 
Relations, at 

paul_marion@uml.edu or x3107. 
For information about PACSI, 
contact Prof. Robert Gamache at 
robert_gamache@uml. edu. 


Motorola Innovation Grant 
Awarded to UMass Lowell 


Funds Will Help Support 
High School Physics and 
Math Curricula 

A program designed to build a 
research and learning network 
between UMass Lowell grad¬ 
uate students in engineering, sci¬ 
ences and education, and students 
and teachers at Lawrence and Lowell 
high schools is among 92 programs 
around the nation that recently 
received a Motorola Foundation 
Innovation Generation Grant. 

The $50,000 grant will support 
the Vibes and Waves in Action pro¬ 
gram and develop interactive labora¬ 
tory and computer experiments in 
audio and radio communications. 

The experiments will be implement¬ 
ed in the high schools by the gradu¬ 
ate students. 

"This grant will allow us to bring 
sophisticated equipment, such as net¬ 
work and spectrum analyzers and 
software radios, into high school 
classrooms and engage students in 
hands-on experiments while educat¬ 
ing them on the future of communi¬ 
cations technology," says Electrical & 
Computer Engineering Prof. Kavitha 
Chandra, who directs the project. 

"At the same time, graduate students 
become more perceptive on how to 
communicate their research to a 
diverse audience and serve as 
mentors to the young students." 

Five students in master's and 
doctoral degree programs in the 
Center for Advanced Computation 
and Telecommunications have been 
working with physics teachers and 
ninth-grade students at Lowell High 
School and the Lawrence High 
School for Math, Science and 
Technology for more than a year to 
introduce research topics, tools and 
experiments that support the schools' 
physics and mathematics curricula. 

Last fall, the semester's activity 
culminated in poster presentations 
by freshman physics students at 


Lawrence High School's annual 
Science Fair. Using the topic of 
tsunamis to build understanding of 
the concepts of waves, momentum 
and energy transfer, students learned 
how to use the Internet for research, 
develop Wiki pages on their projects 
and work in teams to create the 
posters. 

"We value the work that this pro¬ 
gram is doing for young people in 
the Lawrence and Lowell communi¬ 
ty," says Eileen Sweeney, Motorola 
Foundation director. "Motorola and 
UMass Lowell recognize that young 
people have an appetite for new 
technology, though they may not 
make the connection between the sci¬ 
ence and math skills that go into cre¬ 
ating the cool tech products they use 
every day. With our Innovation 
Generation partners, we help stu¬ 
dents make that critical connection 
and spark a spirit of discovery that 
will drive the future of innovation." 

The Vibes and Waves program, 
two years in development, has 
forged stronger connections between 
researchers in the Graduate School 
of Education and College of 
Engineering, according to Dr. Judith 
Boccia, director of UMass Lowell's 
Office of School Partnerships and 
the program's co-director. 

"High school teachers and stu¬ 
dents are eager for hands-on science 
experiments with sophisticated 
equipment to enhance their curricu¬ 
lum and extend their understanding 
of complicated topics," says Boccia. 
"The graduate students bring these 
exciting lessons to the classrooms 
and, at the same time, model what 
it's like to be a scientist. Teachers 
value the extra help in the classroom 
and the opportunity to learn them¬ 
selves about cutting-edge research. In 
the long term, we hope a good num¬ 
ber of the high schoolers who've had 
the Vibes and Waves in Action expe¬ 
rience will choose to study science or 
engineering in college, and ideally 
choose to do so at UMass Lowell." 
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